FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

The NRMP Match for Dermatopathology Fellowship

The selection process for prospective fellows in Dermatopathology has switched to the
NRMP Pathology Fellowship Match for positions that begin in 2028. Dermatopathology
will participate in a multi-specialty Pathology Fellowship Match with Molecular Pathology,
Hematopathology, Forensic Pathology, and Cytopathology, the subspecialties in surgical
pathology that have also decided to implement match for recruitment.

When should one apply for the 2028-29 Applications are encouraged to be
fellowship positions? submitted to programs participating in
match before January 15, 2027.

Note that one can start applying for
positions before registering for the NRMP

Match.
How will fellowship applications be The ASDP is partnering with
handled? FellowshipsCAS (insert hyperlink) to

provide a centralized, low-cost
application platform. Participating
programs will be listed on the ASDP
fellowship program website along with a
link to the application service.

When should interviews begin? Programs participating in the match are
free to begin interviewing when it works
best for them; most programs will not
start interviewing before January 2027.
When should programs and applicants Programs and applicants can make an
register for the MRNP match? account starting February 3, 2027, at
noon, ET. Creation of the account
constitutes a legally binding Match
participation agreement.

When can programs and applicants enter | Ranking opens on March 10, 2027, at

their rank list? noon, EST.
When is the deadline to make changes in | The deadline is March 31, 2027, at noon,
the number of fellowship positions EST.

and/or to withdraw from the match?

When can we no longer add to or modify | Ranking certification must be completed
arank list? by April 14, 2027, at noon, EST
When is Match Day? Match day is April 28, 2027, at noon, EST.




How does our program make an account
with the NRMP and register for the
Match?

All programs will receive an email from
NRMP with directions on registering for
the match. Your institutional official (10)
will also receive notification.

May a program ask an applicant to
disclose their interest in their program in
terms of ranking preference?

Programs are not permitted to request
ranking preference from applicants.
Programs and applicants may voluntarily
disclose ranking preference or interest to
programs without been asked.

May an applicant ask a program to
disclose their interest in terms of ranking
preference?

Applicants must not request the
program’s ranking preference or
intentions.

Programs may voluntarily disclose their
ranking preference during the
application/interview process

What if an applicant who matched at our
program does not want to, or cannot
enroll?

All programs and applicants must respect
the binding nature of a match
commitment and be prepared to honor
the commitment if a match occurs with
any program placed on a rank order list. If
an applicant cannot, or will not honor the
commitment, a waiver or deferral must
be requested from the NRMP. Waivers are
granted only in case of ineligibility,
change of specialty, or anticipated,
serious, and extreme hardship.

Do we have to include all our fellowship
positions in the match?

No. We have not yet voted to use the "all-
in" policy that would require this. Your
program may have some match and
some non-match positions.

If | have an internal applicant who | want
to recruit to my fellowship, can | offer a
position outside the match?

No. To maintain the integrity of the match
process, programs with an internal
applicant should still register for it. The
program should interview and rank the
internal applicant as #1 in their match
list. They may freely disclose this to
applicants, but it is a violation of the
match agreement to ask applicants
where they are ranking the program.

What happens if our program commits a
match violation?

Match violations are investigated by the
NRMP and serious consequences can




occur. This caninclude being reported to
relevant entities and being barred from
future matches. NRMP violation policy
section 6b:
https://www.nrmp.org/policy/violations-

policy/

Where can | find more information on the
match code of conduct?

1. https://www.nrmp.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/08/NRMP-Match-
Codes-of-Conduct_Applicants/

2. https://www.nrmp.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/08/NRMP-Match-
Code-of-Conduct_Programs/

What should | do if | feel a match code of
conduct violation has occurred?

See the website below for reporting
information:
https://www.nrmp.org/policy/reporting-
and-investigation-of-violations/

What if our fellowship program does not
fillall the positions?

After match day, all programs in the
match with unfilled positions receive a
list of applicants who did not match.
Applicants also receive a list of unfilled
programs. At this point, applicants can
reach out directly to those programs to
apply for an interview at these unfilled
positions outside the NRMP Match.

How does the match work?

View https://youtu.be/cnVe_NYIVAE
You can also view how the algorithm
works at:
https://www.nrmp.org/intro-to-
thematch/how-matching-algorithm-
works/

What are the benefits of using the NRMP
match?

It ensures that professional standards in
conduct are used in the selection of
fellows. The match will help make the
dermatopathology fellowship selection
process more equitable and timelier.




Where can | find a list of
dermatopathology fellowship programs
participating in the match?

ASDP will keep updated information
regarding the NRMP match process,
including a list of participating programs
at their website

How much does it cost for programs to
register with the NRMP Match?

1. The Institution registration fee will be
$300 per Match. Because the Institution
fee is per Match, if your institution
already has a program participating in
the Match, there will be no additional
institution registration fee for your
participation.

2. The Program registration fee will be
$100 per program track.

3. There will be a $75 fee per applicant
matched to the program.

For more information:
https://www.nrmp.org/intro-to-the-
match/match-fees/

What do | tell an applicant who applies
for a position in my program?

There is a FAQ document written
specifically for applicants that is posted
on the ASDP website.

What do | do if | have questions that are
specific to my dermatopathology
fellowship program?

You may reach out directly to the NRMP
for more information:

Email: support@nrmp.org

Toll Free: (866)653-NRMP

Phone: (202)400-2233

When will applicants be able to apply to
non-Match programs?

Applicants can still apply to and interview
at non-Match programs. However, they
must decide whether to accept a position
at a non-Match program before
certification within the Match (before
April 14, 2027). The Match is a binding
commitment. If an applicant accepts a
position at a non-Match program and
does not withdraw from the NRMP Match,
they will have committed a Match
violation that may be disclosed to the
medical school, current program director,




designated institutional official, and other
relevant parties.




